Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 MONROV 03729 261634Z 
ACTION 10-13 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ISO-OO IOE-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 INRE-00 
USIE-00 OIC-02 CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-07 INR-07 
LAB-04 NSAE-00 SIL-01 SS-15 SP-02 L-03 H-01 
NSC-05 DODE-OO PA-01 PRS-01 ARA-06 EA-07 EUR-12 
NEA-10 /108 W 

261642Z 058111 /41 

O R 261620Z MAY 77 

FM AMEMBASSY MONROVIA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 4920 

INFO USMISSION GENEVA 

USUN NEW YORK 0521 

AMEMBASSY DAKAR 

CONFIDENTIAL MONROVIA 3729 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ILO, ELAB, LI 

SUBJECT: LIBERIAN DELEGATION AT THE 63RD INTERNATIONAL LABOR 
CONFERENCE (ILC) 

REF: MONROVIA 3472, MONROVIA 3658 

1 . DIRECTOR OF LAMCO’S INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS BURGESS HOUSTON 
CAME DOWN FROM YEKEPA TO DISCUSS SUBJECT CONFERENCE. EMBASSY 
HAD BEEN PREVIOUSLY INFORMED THAT HE WOULD BE THE VOTING DELEGATE 
FOR EMPLOYERS. HOWEVER, AT THE EMBASSY HOUSTON INFORMED E/C 
COUNSELOR THAT HE STILL DID NOT KNOW WHETHER HE WOULD BE THE 
VOTING DELEGATE. HOUSTON SAID THAT THE OTHER DELEGATE 
REPRESENTING EMPLOYERS IS JOHN COOPER. MANAGING DIRECTOR OF THE 
RUBBER PLANTERS ASSOCIATION, WHO HAD ALREADY LEFT FOR GENEVA. 
ATTEMPTS TO LEARN FROM MINISTRY OF LABOR SOURCES AS TO WHO WOULD 
BE DESIGNATED AS THE EMPLOYERS' VOTING DELEGATE WERE OF NO AVAIL. 

2. E/C COUNSELOR EMPHASIZED TO HOUSTON THAT U.S. DECISION 
REGARDING ITS 1975 LETTER OF INTENT TO WITHDRAW WOULD BE STRONGLY 
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INFLUENCED BY WHAT OCCURS AT GENEVA. AFTER THE CRUCIAL ISSUES 
WERE EXPLAINED TO HIM, HOUSTON STATED THAT HE WAS IN FAVOR OF 
U.S. POSITION. HOWEVER. HE CONFESSED THAT ALTHOUGH HE CAN VOTE 
AS HE PLEASES, HE WOULD NOT LIKE TO EMBARRASS PRESIDENT TOLBERT 
BY TAKING POSITIONS ON ISSUES CONTRARY TO THAT ADOPTED BY THE 
GOVERNMENT DELEGATE. HE WAS GIVEN PAPER OUTLINING U.S. POSITION 
WITH THE REQUEST THAT IT BE SHARED WITH COOPER. 
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